MANLY PEEKE

(313

TAVISTOCK.

ny

F. BROONING ROWE, 5.4, #£.L.5.

PLYMOUTEL:
WILLIAM BRENDON ANy SON,
1874.



Three to One:

Being, An Enghfh-Spanifh Combat,

Perlormed by a Wofterne Gentleman, of Tauyftoke in Denon fhire,
with an Iinglifh Quarter-Stafle, againft Three Spanif7
Rapicrs and Poniards, at SZerries in Spaine,

“The fifieene day of Nowember, 1625.

In the Prefence of Dukes, Condes, Marqueffes, and other Great
Dons of Spaiue, being the Counfell of Warre,

The Author of this Booke, and Actor in this lincounter, Richard Peccke.

Printed an London for /. 7, and are to be sold at his Shoppe.



MANILY PEEKE

TAVISTOCK.

N the carly parl of the seventeenth century the
pirales of the Alvican ghores of the Mediterranean
were i seourge ad a lereor, not only to the crews
of the Linding vessels of Faropean nations, but
olso to the populations of the towns and villages

om the sea-boand. Algerine corsairs made prizes even off

our coasts, and many knglish and Irish were carried away
ny slaves. |

In 162F King James resolved to make an effort to put o
stop to these depredaliony, amd proposed to the chief

Christian powers {hat steps shodd be taken to destroy the

stronghold of the pirmtes—Algiers, and Spain veadily agreed

to co-operate. Drepuralioms weve made, and the commaml
given to Sir Robert, Mansell,  Before, however, the arrap

wenis were completo, SBpajn refused o de as she had
promised, and the King, while fenring o abamlon altowether

L expulditime on aecovnl of Ll expectations thnt, had

been ralsedl, did womueh worse thiug, and sent it out witl o

suall {orce impertectly eqaipped, aml with espacial instruc-
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{hree to One: Bemy,

tions to the commander, that on no recount was the safoty of
the ships to be nisked. |

Amony the volunteers accompanying Sir Robert Mansell
was # gentleman of this county, Lichard Pecke, evidentl
one who, if he had not fonght with them, had inheritenf,
in common with many of his companions, the teaditions of
Drake, Hawkins, -and Raleigh. 1le describes himself as “g
Westerne man, Devonshire my countrey, and Tansstoke my
place of Halitation,”

I aut unable to obtain any information =s to the (nmily or
ameeedents of this bold man, and unfortunately the parish
regisiers at Tavistock do not cotnmence until 1620,

We have no account of lis exploits during the time he
served under Mansell. The flect reached Algiers, surprised
the enemy, and, attacking the ships and galleys in the port,
ket them on fire. Neglecting to follow up the advantage
gained, Manscll appears to have done nothing further, and
the Algerines, xecuvering from the panic into which thay had
leen thrown, and aided by, as one accouut Bays, “a greab
cataract of min which hindered the working of the Knglish
fireworks,” were able to extinguish the fires, and mountin
battexries upon the shore, not only succecded in driving uﬁ'
their asgrilants, but reoovered the whole of their ships except
two. Mansell, it mey be concluded, adhered pretty clogely to
hig commission, and did not risk very mucl, for he lost only
eight men, and brought the whole of his ships home in safety.

Such a foolish display was, a8 might be expected, prluctive
of the wmost serious eonsequences. The pirates, exasperated
ayainst lingland, and despising her as an enviny, resolved 1o
milict as mueh injury as possible upon her commores, nnd in
a few months succeeded in taking no less than thirty-five
English merchaut ships, with their cargoos and crews, selling
the Intter as slaves. The whole country was stirred with
anger &b the failure of this ili-planned and ill-conductd
expedition and its results,
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An Linglish-Spanish Combat.

Peeke was not one of the ¢ight who lost their lives, bat,
a8 he says,

“After 1 had feene the Beginming and End of Argeirer
“Voyige, T cante hume, fomewhat more acquainted witl:
“the Worldh hut litde amended in [flate: My Body more
“walled and weniher Deaten, Imt my Purfe neuer the {uller,
“nar my Pockets thicker yned.”

Tho wdventnra and expericnce gainel seem to have oon-
tenied him for some litile tiine, and he remnnined at home
at Tavisloek wolil Oclober, 1625, when, notwithstanding the
hardships he had endinred and the pour results 1o his person
and his purse, -

“The Drumbe beating vp for a New Expedition in which,
“many noble Gentlemen, and Heroicall Spirits, were to
“venture their 1lonors, Liues and Fortunes: Cables could

“not hold me, for away 1 would, and along 1 vowell to goe,
“and did 10,”

This expedition way the one prajected by Wing Charles
against Spain, which wus tilled out at 0 groat a saerifice, and
which ended so disastrously, It sniled from Plymouth,
prolably the second woek in October, as it reached Cadiz on
the 22nd of that month; and although Peeke does not com-
plain, other aoconnts speak of its encountoring rough weather.
The flect conmistedd of cighty, rinety, or one hundred and ten
(the numbeors vary tu this extent) sail of all kinds; some
enly colliers, anel 2 great wany beive Duleh vessels,  On
honrd these was nn army of ten thousaned men, and both men
and shipe were apparently well nrmed and equipped.  The
comnmal wag given-—the country in geneal mnch donbting
ihe wisdom of the chuiee—to the new peer, Viscount
Wimbledon, beller known ag 8ir Falward Cesil, grandaon of
Lonl Rurleigh, whouse military experiences sl heen gained in
the service of Jlolkuul, and whe had won s veputation in the
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Netherlards, The Earl of Essex, afterwards the Parliamentary
genernl, was the second in command

One of the King's ships was the Convertine, the Captain
being Themas Uorler, and in it went our hero, Richard Peeke,
who really appears to have been the only men in the whole
flect who caime out with anylhing like credit from the affair,
He relates lus adventures in & very scarce little tract,* written
and printed by him on his return, and as his story is of so
curious & nature, and as the pamphlet is so inaccessible to the
general reader, I have thought that a short resume of the
contenis of his little book would he of some interest, and do
wimething to resuscitate the memory of 2 well-nigh forgetten,
bul, brave Devonghire man,

The story is modestly told in good nervous English. The
tract is dedicated to the King's Most Exceollent Mejesty, and
addressing his sovereign, Peeke tells him that—

“If I were againe in Spaine, 1 (hould thinke no happinefle
“on larth, 80 great, as to come into Exngland, and at your
“Royall Yecte, lay downe the Story of my Dangers, and
“ Percgrination: which I tell as a late Sea-wrackt Man,
“(los'd and beaten with many Miffortuncs;) Yet [etting my
“weary Py at laft on a Blefled Shore: My llandes now
“lay hold vpon your Altar, which is to mwe a Sanctuary
“Ylecre I am fafe in Harbor. That Pfahme of Kingly
“Daund, which ¥ fung in wmy Spanifh Captivity { When as woc
“fule in Dabtion &) T now haue changed to an other Tune:

* Ninee T wrobs thie 1 find that Mr. Arbar has veprinted this traet in tha
first yolume of hik Buglish Geraer, but without any attempt Lo prwworve the
spitling of the ovigianl,

Theve u It one enpy in the Mritish Musenm, which i fmperfest, the title-
rroge wilh the soodent being & fec-simile Ly Caulllold.  The dut: is quovied
Al 16213,

The enpy, which 1 linve il for muny yrora, iR inh)rnp‘[,ing- in another way,
T formerly Telongied {0 the youngor Brelngul, the notaricie Shakespering
lorger, and it haw his witagraph on tho titIn-page. 1t is xlightly impnrrfect,
e tille-pnga nving, us Irevpuently Imp;wns, heem ol by the Linder, aud we
thus ivse the rduvess of the printer--1. T,
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“ faying, {with thc siune Vrophet), Great is thy Merey toreards
e ( () Lovid) jor thow haft delivered my Sowle from the lowef?
“ Graxe. And, as your Macily hath bene gratiouily pleafed
“hoth tu let your poore Soldier and Subicet behold your
“ Royall Person, and to heare him fpeake in his rude lan-
“guage ; So, it your Maielly, vouchfale to call a Princely
“pye on Lthese his wohamdfonic Fapers; New Sun beames
“fhall Ipread ouver him and put a chkmng Sonle into
““1hal Bofome which otherwife mult want Tife, for want of
*your Comfort, ‘I'bofe graces from your lixcellent Clemency
“(alteady receival) bemg fuch, that L am athamed, and
“forry, nol to bave lndur'd, andd Lo Tiave done more in
“ Forrcigne Countries {or the Jlonor of Yours: When from
“xo ligh a "Throane, my Soucreigne Deignes to lonke Downe,
“an a Creature (o unworiby, whofe life, he proftrates before
“your Highnes.”

P'ecke then, beginning his story, addreszes himself to his
loving Cimmtrymen, and intreats thein—

“ Not 1o cast 2 malilious ¢y vpon my Ac llom.. nor rafhly ta
“eondemne them, or to lagger in your opinions of my per-
“formance, fthence I am ready with my hie to Tullify what
“[ fet downe; the Trueth of this KRelavion being Warrented
Dby noblc pruofc\s aud "Testimomces not o he queftioned.

“T koow not whiat the Court of a King meanes, nor what
“the fine phrafes of hiken Courticrs are: A grmd Shippu I
“know, and a poore Cabbin, and the langanage of a Cannon
“ And therefore, as my Dreading hias Lin Rough {fcorning
“Delicacy:) And my I'refeat Being eonbiletls altogether

“vpon the Soldier (Dlund, pline, aund ynpolished ;) so must
“my Wiitings be, prucceding from Gngers filter for the Pike
“than the Pen: And fu (kinde Countreymen) § pray re-
“ceaue them.

“ Neither ought you to expect helter from me, becaufe 1
‘“am Dhut the Chronicler of my ownoe Story.”

The Converting, with Vacke on  board, renched Cadiz
{throwghout the track colled Cnales) on the 22nd Oect., 1625
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about three v'clock in the afternoon, nnd the same ovening
sixteen Dutch ships, and about ten White Fall men (ca]le(t
Poeke says in England, Collisrs) were commanded to attack
the fort of Puntal, which alter a severa fight suwrrendered to
the Earl of Eesex, who had landed troops on the oveniug of
the following day.

Weo need not follow the doinga of the little army, as Peske
did not accompany it, and apparently knew nothing of its
fortunes until after his refurn to England. Nuffico it i3 to
say that the attack upon Cadiz was a miserable failure. A
rapid march was wade towards the bridge of Huazzo, but the
men finding cellara of wine, indnlged to excess, and hroko
out into mutiny. Their commander, timid and irresolute,
became frighlened, and although no considerable force of the
enemy had Deen geen, hurriedly gave orders for a return to
tho ships, and following out his other instructions, went in
search. of & rich Spanish {leet from the Weat Indiea. This
leet, howover, mceceded in eludiug Wimbledon, and after
cruising about in ineflfectual search for nearly three weocks,
failing provisions compelled & return; and in wretched pligh,
with the loss of a thousand men from disease, and with the
plagne, the expedition returned to Piymoath. “To the King
this disgraceful result was a source of the keenest anguish
the council examined the Conmtander-in-chief”—who re-
ceived the nick-name of Sit-sti¥i, a play npon hig family
name—"and hie inferior ofticers; but their statementa were
disenrdant, their complainty reciprocal, and nfler a long
mvestigalion it was deemed expedient to bury e whole
matter in ailence,” *

The refumn of the fleet caused gresl discontent in other
ways; for, for want of monsy to pay them, the roups wero kopt
embodied, and they were billeted in private houses, which
waa o cause of great amhoyance, more especially to thoe
inhabitants of Ilymouth,

* Lingard,
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An Lnelisk-Spanish Combat.

To return to Richard Yeeko. Ho being a sailor did not
accompany the army, but at mid-day he thought he would
venture on shore to refresh himself, and soon mel some
Englishmen with oranges and lemons.

“The light of thefe, harpned my flomach the more to goe
“on, hecaufe I had a desire to prefent fome of thofe Fruites
“to my Captaine. Hcereupont I de-nanded of them what
“danger there was in going? They fayd, None, but that
“all was hutht, and nol a Spesierd Rirming.

“We parted, they Lo the Shippes, 1 forward : And before I
“reached a mile, T found {for all thar tadking of no danger)
“Lhree fopdifidton Rarke dead, beivg Nayne, lying in the
“way, it being full of deepe Sandy psittes, fo that I could
“hardly find the paflage, amd one, fome finall diftance from
*them, not fully deacl.

“The groancs which he vitered led me to him; and
“finding him Iying on lis helly, 1 called to him, and turning
“him on Ing back, fvw his woundes, and fzid ; Brother what
“¥Villaine has donc this mifcheife to thee?  1le famented in
“highes and dolefull lookes, and calting vp his eyes to
“Heauen, but could not fpeake. T then refolued {and was
“about it) for Christtan Charities fake; and for Conntries
“fake, to have carried him on my back to our Shippes, fatre off
“thongh they lay, and there {if by any poliible meanea it
“could hane bin done) o taue recovered bim.,

* But my good intents were preuented @ For on a fodaine
“came roflung in ovpon me, & Sparish-Tlotfeman whose
“Name, as aflerwnred [ owas informed, was Pon Tuan of
“ Citles, a Knight 5 1 Teeing him make Mpeedily and fiercely
“at me, with his drowyne weapon, fuddenly whip'd oul mine,
“wrupping my Cloake about mine Arme : Fine or fix Skir-
“mifhes wee had, and for a pretty while, fought off and on.

“At laflt, T getting with nch adoe, to the top of a fandy
“Hillock the Horfeman nimbly foltowed vp after : By good
“Fortune to e, {thongh bLad to himielfc) he had no
“Petronell or Pistolts abeul him; and therefore clapping
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““*Spurres to his Horsefides, his intent as it feemed, was,
“with full careere to ride cuer me, and trample me vnder
‘““his Horfe's feete : But a Prouvidence greater than his Fury
“was my Guard.

“Time was it for me to looke about warily, and to lay
“about luflely, to defend a poor Life so hardly diftreffed ;
“ As therefore his Horfe was violently breaking in vpon me
“I firuck him into the eyes, with a flappe of my Cloake;
“ypon which turning fideward, 1 took my aduantage and as
*redily as I could, ftepping in, it pleafed God that 1 fhould
“pluck my Enemy downe, and haue him at my Mercy, for
‘“ Life, which notwithflandinge, 1 gaue him: }le (alling on
“his knees and crying out in Penck to me, Lardone moy le
“vous pree, e fuie un duon cAreflien. Yardon me Sir, I am
“a good Chriftian,

1 feeing him braue and haning a soldier's minde to Rifle
“him I fearched for Jewels, but found, onely fize eices of
“Figly aboui um in all, amounting to twenty Shillings
“¥ngllh,  Yet he had Gold, Ind that T coukl not come ly;
“Yur I was in hast to have fent his Spani/d Kaight-hood
‘“hoine on Foote and to haue taught his Horfe an Kng/i /&
“ pace.

lﬁ(’lhus farre, my Voyage for Oranges {ped well, but in the
‘“end prooved fower Sawee lo e, And il is harder w0 keepe
“a victory then to obteyne : So, heere it fell aut with mine,

“For, fourteenc Speanisk Muskaliers, {pying me lo buly
“about one of their countreymen bent all the Mouthes
“of their peeces to kill me, which ther conld not well doe,
“without endangering this Den Jokn's life; fo that [ was
“inforced (and glad I feap'd fo too) to yield myfell their
“ Prifoner.

“True Valour (1 fee} goes not alwaies in good Cloathes
“For, Ile whom before I had furprized, feeing me faft in the
“ fnare and {as the euent prooved) difdaining that his Countrey
“men fhould report him fo dishonored, moft bafely (when my
“handes were in a manoer bound behind me) drew out his
““Weapon (which Lhe reft had taken from me to giue him)
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“and wounded me through the Face from Farc to Fare, and
“had there killd me, had not the [oureteene muskatiers
“refcued me from his Rage,

“¥Vpon this I was led in Triwmph, into the Towne of Cales ;
“ An Owle not more wandred and hooted at, a 1Dog not more
“ curfed.

“In my beeing ledde thus along the Streets, A Femming
“{pying me cryed out alowde, Whither da yon leade this
“« Zngitek Dogge? Kill him, kill him, hee's no Christian,
“ And with thal, breaking Lhrongh the Crowde, in vpon thofe
* who helil mee, ranne nmic into the Body with a 1lalbert, al the
“ Reynes of my Backe, at the Ieafl fonre inches.

“One fwr Fenandy, an antient Gentleman, was sent
' downo this Sutnmer, from the King at Az, with Soldiers;
“ But before our fieele came the Soldiers were difcharged |
“They of Cales never fufpieeting that we meant to put in
“ there.

“ Before him was 1 brought to he examined, yet few, or
“no queftions at all, were demaunded of me, heraufe he faw i
*“ was all hloudy in my Clethes anvd so wottnded in my Face and
“Jawes, that 1 could hardly feake: T was thercfore com-
“mitted prefently to D'rison where T liy cighteen dayes.
“'The Noble Gentleman gining exprefle charge, that the belt
“Surgeons fhould bhe fent for, leafl, being so bafely huct and
“handled by Cowards, J (hauld he demanded at his hands,

“1 being thus laken on the Monday, when I went on
“Shore, the Yiccte departed on the Friday following, from
¢« Caler, al the lame time when § was there a Prifoner,

“Ye1, thus bonellly was T vied by my worthy Friend
“Caplaing Pivfer o bHe above my deferving, eomplayning,
“that he feared hie bad Yost fuch 2 Man: My Lord Generall
“(hy the folicitation of Masler Jedaz Glaunile, Secretary to
“{he Fleele) fenl three men on Share, o enduire n -Cales for
“me ancl to offer (if [ were taken) any reafimable Ranfome :
# Tut the Towne thinking me a better Prize then (indeede) 1
“was, denyed me, and would nol partl [roin me.

“Then eame a Command to the 7awfenfe or Gouernor of
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“ Cales, to have me gent to Skerrys (otherwise called Xeres)
“lying three Leagues from Caler.

“Wondrous vowilling (could I otherwife haue chofen)
“was [ to go to Skervys, becaule 1 feared I fhould be then
‘‘ put to Tortures,

“Hauing therefore a Young-man (an Ewug/i/& man and 2
* Merchant, whofe Name wag Gmazfrow,} my fellow Prifoner
“who lay there for Debt; and fo 1 thinking there was no
“way with me hut one; (That T mufl be fent packing to my
“long home} Thus I {j vato him.

“Countrey-man, what my Name is, our Partnerfhip in
““ Mifery hath made you know : And with it, know that 1 am
“a Lecnfhire Man bome; and Zaweflock the place of my
“once abiding. 1 befeech you, if God euer fend you liberty,
“and that you faile into England, take that Conntrey in your
“way; Commend me to my Wife and chikiren, made
“wrctched by me, an infortunate Tather and Hushand ;
“Tell then, and my Friends (T entreate you, for God's
“viufe) that if I be (as T fufpect 1 shall be) put to death in
“Shereis, 1 will die a Chriflian soldier, no way, 1 hope,
‘“dithonouring my I{ing, Conntrey, or the Iustice of my
“Caufe or my Religion.

He reachied Xeres on Thursday, at midnight; and on the

fulowing Sunday two friars—Irishmen—came to him, and said

that Lie wag to dic the next day, and offered their sorvices,
which he refused,

It would seem that he was brought before a Council of

War tho noxt day, November 15th; brt it is not at all
apparent,. why he was considered a prisoner of so much
causequence a8 to be examined befors three dukes, fonr

caunts, funr marguises, and other great persons. Jo thus
describes the interview :

“ At my firft appearing before the 1.ordes my Sword lying
“Defore them on a "L'able, the Duke of Madina afked me if 1
“knew that Weapon; It was reached Lo me, I tooke it, and
“embraced 1t in mine armes, and with tears in mine eyes
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“ kit the Pomell of if, He then demanded, how many men
“ [ had kild with that Weapon? I told him if I had kild One I
“had not bene there now, before that Princely Assembly, for
“when I had him at my foote he%{'ing {or Mercy, 1 gaue him,
“iife, yet he, then very poorely did me a inilchiefe; Then
“they asked Don fokn {my Prisoner) what Woundes I gaue
“him ; He sayd, None; Vpon this he was rebuked and told
“that if vpon our firlt Encounter, he had run me through, it
“had beene a fzire and Noble Triumph, but fo to wound me
“heing in the hands of others, they held it Bafe,

“ Then gayd the Duke of .Wedpmi 1o me ; Come on Engli -
#Man, What Shippe came you im? 1 1old him, The Con-
 yertine;y Who was your Captaine? Captaine Ferfar ; What
“ Ordinance cacryed your Shippe; 1 fayd Forty pieces : But
“the Lords looking all this while on a paper, which they
Yheld in their hands, Duke Madysa (agd, In their Note, there
“was bul thirty eight.

“ In that Paper (as after I was informed, by my two /ri/k
“ Interpreters) there was et dowan, the Number of our Shippes,
“their Burden, Men, Munition, Victuall, Captaines, &c, as
“ perfect as wee ourselues had them in England.

“«Of what Strengih {quoth another Duke) is the Fort at
“ Plymoutk 7 1 anlwered, very Strong : What Ordnance init?
“ Fifty fayd I: That is not fo [ayd he, there is Lhut leuenteene :
“ How many Soldiers are in the Fort? I anfwered, two
“hundred : That is not so (quoth a Conde) there i3 but
“*twenty.

“ Marquefle Alyieneses alked me, Of what flrength the little
“ {land was helore Plymouti 2 1 told him, I knew not:
“Then {quoth hc) wee doe.

“ I3 Plymouth a walled Towne? Yes my Lordes: And a
“good Wall? Ves fayd I, a very good wall: True, fayd a
“PDuke, to leape over with a Staffe.  And hath the Towne,
“fayd the Duke of Meadyna, irong Gates? Yes: But quoth
‘“he, there was neither Wood naor Jron to thofe Gates, but
“two days before your I'lecte came away.

“Now, before 1 go any farther, let me not forget to teil
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“you, that my two Jrifk confessors had beene heere in
“ZLngland the last Summer, & when our Fleete came
“from ZLngland, they came for Spaine; Hauing feene our
“King at Plymont when the Soldicrs there thowed their
“Armes, and did then diligently obferue what the King did,
“and how be carried himfelfe,

“How chance (fayd Duke Giron} did you not in all this
“bravery of the Fleete take Cales, as you tooke Pumtail?
1 replyed, that the Lord Generall might eafily haue taken
* Calrs, for he had neere a thoufand Scaling 1aclders to set
“vp, and a thousand Men to loose; but he was loath to rob
“an Almeshoule, having a better Market to goe to: Cales, ]
“told them was held Poore, Vomand, and Vamuonitioned ;
“What betier Market, sayd Medynaz? I told him, Genea or
“ Lisbone, and as I heard, there was instantly vpon this an
“ Amny of Six thoufand Seldiers fent to Lisdere.

“Then, quoth one of the Earles, when thon meetl me in
“ Divmewth, wilt thou bid me welcome? I modeitly told
“him 1 could with they would not too haftely come to
“ Livmouth, {or they thould find, it another menner of place,
“thene as now they fleight it,

" Many other Queftions were put to me by thefe great
“ Dons. which so well as God did enable me, I answered,
“they Ipeaking in Spens/k, and their words interpreted to
““me, hy thofe two Zri/k men before fpoken of, who alio relate
“my {everall anfwers to the Lords.

“And by the common People who encompafl me round,
“many icerings, mockeries, fcornes, and bitter jefs, were to
“my face thrown vpon our Nation, which I durft not so
‘“much as hite my lippe againfl, but with ar inforeed patient
“care ftood. ftill, and et them runne on in their Reuilings.

“At the length, amongft many other reproches, and
“ [ghtfull Names, one of the Spantarder, calted Lnglifh men
“ Gallinas, (Hennes ;) At which the great Lordes fell a faugh.
“ing: Herevpon one of the Dukes (poyating o the Spani/h
“Soldiers) bid me note how their King kept them; And
“indeed, they were all wondrous braue in Apparell, Hattes,
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“ Bandes, Cuffes, Garters, &o. and some of them in Chaines
“of Goid: And asked farther if | thougi thele would prooue
“such Hennes as onr FKuglifh, when next year they fhould
“come into Hugland? I sayd no: But being somewhat
“ iraboldened by his merry Countenance, 1 told him as werily,
“I thought they wounld he within one degree of Fznnes;
“What meanll thou by that, said a Conde? T replyed the{
“would prooue Pullils, or Chickens. urit thon then (quoth
“Duke Medyna, with a hrow half angry) fight with one of
“these Spanisic Fullets.

“Q my Lond, faydl I, I ain a Prifoner, aind my Life at
“Btake, and Wierelure dare not be fo hold 10 aidnenture vpon
“any fach Action: ‘'here were heere of v Znpdish some
“{ourteene Thousand, in which Number, there were aboue
“twelue Thoufand, better, & siouter Men than euer [
“shall be: Yet with the licence of this Prineely Afferably, T
““dare hazard the hreaking of a Rapier: and withall told
“him, Hee was vnworthy the Name of an ZngfisAMan that
“ should refufe to Fight with one Man of any Nation whatfo-
“eucr, Hereupon my Shackells were knovkt off, and my
“Tron Ring and Cliayne taken from my Neck.

“Roome was made for the Combatants, Rapier and
“Dagger the Weapons 1 A Spenish Champion presents him-
‘'sellc, Named Sigrior Tinge; When afier wee had played
““some reasonabile goo! time, 1 disarmed, as thos,

“I canght his Rapier lretwixt the Barres of my Poniard,
**and there held ity till | clofed in with him, and tripping vp
“his Heeles, I tooke his Weapons out of his hands, and de-
“livered them to the Dukes.

“I could wifh, that all you, my deere Countrey men who
“readc this Relation, had cither bin there, without danger,
“to haue Dheheld vs: Or that 1Le with whom I fought were
“heer in Perfon, W iuftifie the ifue of that Combat.

“I was then demaunded, If | duril ¥Fight againft another
“1 told thent, my heart was good to aduenture, but humbly
“requefled them 1o giue e pardon, if I refufed.

“For, o my felfe 1 too well kncw, that the Spaniard is
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“ Haughty, Impatient of the least affront; and when he re-
“ceines but a touch of any Difhonor, Difgrace, or Blemifh
" (efpecially in his owne Countrey and from an £ngls/% Man)
“ his Reuenge is implacable, mortail, and bloudy.

“Yet being by the Noblemen, prefied agen, and agen, to
“try my Fortune with anather, I }feeing my Life in the Lyons
“paw, to fruggle with whome, for fafety, there waa no way
“but one, and being afayd to difpleafe them,) fayd, That if
* their Graces, and Greatnefies, would giue me leave to play
'*at mine owne Countrey Weapon, called the Quarier-Siaff,
*“I was then ready there, an Oppfite againit any comer,
“whome they would call foorth; and wauld willingly lay
“dnwne my Life before thofe Princes, to doe them Seruice,
“ prouided my Life might by no foule meanes be taken from
“me,

‘** Herevpo, the head of a Halbert which went with a
“Screw was taken off, and the Steall deliuered to me: the
“ pther But-end of the Staffe hauing a fhort Iron Pike 1n it:
“ This was sny Armor, and in my place I flood, expecting an
““ Opponent. .

“ At the Iaft, a hanfome and well Spirited . \Spaniurd fleps
“foorth with his Rapier and Pomiard : They asked me, what
“JI fayd to Him? 1 told them I had a fure Friend in my
“hand, that neuer falled me, and therefore made httle ac-
“count of that One to play with, and fhould fhew them no
“ Sport.

: "Then a Second (Armed as hefore) prefents himfelfe : I de-
‘*manded if there would come no more? The Dukes asked,
“how many I defired? I told them any number vnder Sixe :
*Which refolution of mine they fiwiling at in & kind of {come
“Theld it not Manly (it feemed) nor fit for their owne Honors,
'““and Glory of their Nation, to worry one man with a Multi-
“tude ; and therefore appointed Three onely (s0 Weapond)
“to enter into the Lifles.

“ Now Gentlemen, if here you condemne mee, for plucking
“{with mine owne hands}- such an affureéd . danger, vpon
“mine owne head: Accept of these Reafons for-excuie.
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“To dye, I thought it mol cerlaine, but to dye bafely, I
“would nat: For "Fhree to kill One, had bin to Me no Dif-
“honor; To Them (Weapous conlidered) no Glory; An
“ Honourable Subjection 1 efleemed better, then an Ignoble
“Conquest. Vpon these Thoughts I fell to it

“ The Rapier Men trauctil their ground, | mine; Danger-
“ oug Thrufts were put in, and withdangeroos hazard auoyded.:
‘““* Showtes ecchoed to [lcauen, to enconrage the Spaniards
“* Not a fhoute, nor 1[and to hearten thie poore Zagdt/A Man ;
“Onely, Heauen 1 haedd in mine liye, the Honor of my
“ Countrey in my lcart, my IFame at the Stake, my Tife on
“anarrow Bridge, and Death both before me aml behind me.

“JIt was nol now : titne o dally, they flill wade full at
“me; And I had beene a Coward 1o my Selte, and a Villane
“to my Nation, if T had not called vp all that weake Man-
* hood which was mine, to guarde my owne Life, and ouer-
“throw my Enemies.

“ Plucking vp therefore a gnod heast, feeing my felfe faint
#and wearied, 1 vowed to iny Soule, to «doe fomcething, ere
‘“the departed from me ; And fo fetting AN vpon one caft, It
“was my Good Forlunce (il was my Cod did it for Mee) with
“the But-end where Lhe Iron IMike was, to Kill one of the
# Three ; and within a few outes after, to 1ifarme the other
“two, caufing the One of them to fly inte the Armie of
“ Soldiers then prefent and the Other for refuge fled behind
*the Bench.

“1 lhope, if the Luing Spewiards fel vpom Fagland (as
“they theeaten) we (hall cuery One of vs giue the repuilse to
“more than "T'hrec; OF which good [fue for the Pulluyue, 1
“take this my Privnate fnecetle to be a Pledge.

“Now was I in greater Danger, being (as 1 thonght) in
“ I"eace, then befure, when I was in Dattaile ; Vor a generall
“murmure filled ihe Aype, with “Threatuings at me; the
“Soldiers efpecially it thewr thumbes, and how was it pofiible
“for me 1o feape?

“Which the Naoble Duke of 3ading Sidenia Reing called
“me 1o him, and infllantly caufed Proclamation to he made,
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‘that none, on paine of death should meddle with mee; And
“by his Honorable Protection ¥ got off; And not off, onely
“ with Safety, but with Money, For by the Dukes and Condes
“were giten me in Gold to the value of foure Pounds tenne
“Shillings (lerting and by the Marquefle 4/Zzneneses himfelfe,
“as much; He embracing me in ilis Ammes and beflowing
“vpon me that long Spenish Rullet Cloake I now weare,
“which he tooke from one of his Mens backs ; And withall
“furnified me with a cleane Band and Cuffes; [t heing one
‘“of the greatefl fauours a Spewni/& Lord can doe to 2 meane
ik R{an, lu reward bim with fome Garment, as recompence of
“* Merrit.

The Spaniards nobly appreciating the bravery of their
captive, resolved to give him his liberly, and under the oon-
(tuct of four gentlemen attoched to the suite of the Marynis
Alquenezes, he was sent to Madrid to be presented to the
King. Dhring Pecke’s stay in the cily he was a guest at the
hesg of the mamuis, whose lady paid him great attention,
aud on his leaving gave him & golden chain and jewels for
hiy wife, and pretty things for lis children, On Christinas-
day he was presented to the Xing, the L}ueen, and Don Carlos
the Infanta,

“Bcing brought before him, 1 fell {as it was fitt) on my
“Knees : Many Queftions were demanded of me, which so
““well a3 my plaine witte directed me, I refolued.

‘““In the end, his Maiesty offered me a ¥earely Pemtion, (to
“a good Vallew) if I would Serue hin, eyther at Land or at
“Sea ; For which his Royall Fanors, 1 confeiling myfelfe in-
“finitely Bound, and my Life indebted to his Mercy, moft
“lwmbly intreated, that with his I'rincely Leaue, I might he
“fuffered to returne into mine owne Countrey, heing a Subiect
“onely to the King of Zngland my Souereigne,

“And besides that Bond of Allegiance there was another
“ Obligation, due from me, to & Wile and Children: And
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“ therefore most submifliuely bheg'd, that his Maiefty would
“be fo princely minded, as to pitty my Eflate, and to let
“me goe: To which he at 1afl granted ; Bellowing vpon me,
* gne hundred Pifloletts, to beare my Charges.

“ Having thus left .Spuine, 1 tooke my way through fome
“part of Frame: Where, by ovcalion, happening into Com-
“pany of feuen Spanzards, their Tongues were Wwo lauish 1
“ Speeches againfl our Nation: Vpon which, fome high words
“flying vp and downe the Roome, I lvaped from the Table,
“and drew.

“ One of the Sprnsards did the like (nene of the refl being
“ Weaponed, whicli was inore then T knew.)

4 Vpon the noise ol this Bullling, two Zx¢/i/% Men more
“came in, who viderflanding the aliwfes offered to our
‘“ Countrey, the (Spaniards in a fhott time, Recanted on their
“ Knees} their Rashnefle.

‘““ And 50 hoyfing Saile for England - 1 landed on the three
“and twenty day of Aprill 1626. at Foy m Corwervall,

“And thus ended my Spani/Z 1ilgrimage : With thankes
“to my good God, that in this extraordinany Manner pre-
“ferved me, amidl(t these defperate Dangers.

And then he breaks out in conclugion jnio a pron of
thanksgiviog,

The little book ends with aundry verses written by a fiiond
in comiuendation of the awlbor, cunnuencing -

Setdome doe Clowdes sa dimne (he day,
But Se? will npee his Bemes cditplay ¢
Thengh Nepfrne drines 1he rging Seas
Some times he gives them quiet vale :
Awd 5o few Troicets fpeed (o il
Buet somewhat chiaunceth at our will.

I will not mflance im the Cicent,

Placed in Hiomors higher Septe

Though Vertue in a Nolde Lie,

Commends i1, awl Lhe nwre doll shine @
Yet this is proow’d Ly Sword sl Pen
Desert oft dwells in privale Men,
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My proole is not farre hence to feeke
There is at hand brave Rickard erke
Whose worth his Foeys cannol reuoks,
Baorn in the Towne of Fasuyfoke
In Denon, where Minerna sitis
Shnping stonte Hearts and pregnant Wiktx

Anil ending—

If thug his very Foes him lou'l

And Deeds agnioft themfelves approon’d

Tfow fhould his Friemls his loue embrce

And yeild him countenance ail grace ?
The praife aml worth how can we cloke
Of manly ke of Tanyfloke?

On his return I'eeke was preseniod to the King, and then
he settled down at Tavistoek, as he tells na. My enquiries
have 1ot resulted in connecting him with any other exploits
by sea or Iand; but if he lived, e donbtless took an active
part in the civil war so near at hand when his little book was
published.

The verses, which are signed J. D)., I set down as tha
compogition of that voluminous versitier John Davies, of
Herelord ; but T ¢an obtain ne proof of the faet, I find that
Mr. Grorart, in his recently compluted edition of the works
of Davies,* has tnserted them without question as wrtten
by his author, wruler the head of “Commenlatory Poctus,”
aml speaks of Lhem as being “somewhat noticeable” it
mnist, howaver, be mnoticed, that in no other cotnmendatory
verses disdd Davies sign his initiala only, lut aiways cither
“Jo. Davies,” or “John Davies of tereford.” The atyle
is quite that of Vavies; and if he did not write Lhem it
would be difficult to find an author for them.

* The Collested Worka of Jehn Dravics, dto, 18727,



